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The Occupation of Thai Folk Dancing for Fulfiling a Vows
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Abstract

Thai folk dancing may be studied in terms of individual expression, job satisfaction, and fulfilling promises.
Samples were 60 dancers performing at the City Pillar Shrine, Erawan Hindu Shrine, and other Bangkok sites. In-depth
interviews and survey questionnaires were administered. Statistical tools included percentage, mean, standard deviation,
Pearson's chi-square test, and case study interviews. Results were that about 90 percent of the dancers were female,
between 26 and 30 years old. Most of their families did not work as Thai folk dancers. They mostly had earned a bachelor’s
degree and had from seven to nine years of professional experience. Dancing was their main source of income. Personality
trends included fulfilling their own wishes, musical talent, a tendency for showing off, and valuing freedom. Satisfaction
levels with their career choice compared to income was generally high. Correlation analysis showed that whether family
members worked as Thai folk dancers affected attitudes towards the occupation. Different personalities impacted the need
for social protection, and job satisfaction differed by 0.05. Findings suggest that Thai folk dancing should be preserved as
a national symbol, providing future generations with training programs. Governmental benefits such as retirement pensions
and strike benefits should be considered to develop job security and the future of the art form.

Keywords: Thai folk dancer, Profession, Personality, Attitude
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Table 1 The relationship between personality and attitude toward the occupation of Thai Folk Dancer

N X SD Chi-Square  df p
Income 60 5.35 .879 13.359 14 498
Social Recognition 60 215 132 22.206 14 074
Professional Development 60 218 .676 23.045 14 .060
Social protection 60 3.15 1.447 83.954 28 .000*
Job Satisfaction 60 13.58 1.225 63.391 35 .002*
*p< .05
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